MYTHOLOGY

are combined with unquestionable pieces of evidence. Similar-
ly, the myth of Oedipus, having been formed mostly on the
soil of Greece draws but indirect light from Vedic literature.
It was  a very much  obsolete myth, which soon   received
developments, foreign to its origin.    M. Breal may however
be accused of indulging in speculations not fully established.
"Mythology  again   always   aims  at strong effects   and
has no taste for anti-climax." We are led to imagine that
two streams of speculative myth-making have mingled their
waters ; the one displays more naturalistic features and the
other gives free scope to the creative activity of proper god-
like beings.    Thus the fable of 'world-egg" would seem no
longer to confront us in its original form.    It must obviously
have first been invented by such argument as this. The world
is alive and it must have had a beginning.  Its origin must
be  a living being ;  and  then  the  round vault of heaven
suggested   to   the   authors   of  this   myth,   the   shape  of
an egg.    Such   an  egg,   they  inferred,   must  once   have
existed and when it burst, its upper portion went to form
the dome of the sky,  the lower part engendered the earth
and   all   that is therein.    We can by no  means pursuade
ourselves to believe that  the transformation of the fable
of 'world-egg' took place on the soil of Greece    It is indeed
a   world-wide myth.    It is found  not  merely among the
Greeks, the Persians and the Indians,  but these share it in
common with Phoenicia, Babylonia and with Egypt,  where
indeed it appears in precisely the same form as in Orphic
Cosmogony.    We may quote  for  instance,   the   following
Egyptian account of the creation of the world :              *

"In the beginning there was neither heaven nqr earth.
The universe was surrounded by thick darkness and was
filled with boundless water which carried in it& lap the germ
of the male and female, or the beginnings of the future world,
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